[The immunological aspects of primary chronic septic endocarditis in acquired heart defects. The treatment approaches].
A total of 266 patients with degree I primary chronic septic endocarditis concurrent with acquired heart disease and 101 apparently healthy subjects were examined. The patients were found to have scarce T helper cells and higher levels of T suppressors (quite the reverse in some patients), decreased proliferative responses of T and B cells and normal levels of circulating immune complexes. It was conceived that there was a block in the synthesis of specific antibodies and a decrease in their affinity. It was proposed that cytokine (enzyme) genes (initiators or repressors) should be exposed at intervals as immunomodulating therapy of immune diseases, as well as in some hereditary diseases.